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SOCIAL CLUB SCIENCE
Evaluating club dynamics through
Myers-Briggs personality types
GRANT STEWART
asst. copy editor
SAM SHEPHERD
pr/marketing
The Bison conducted a survey from
Oct. 24 – Nov. 2 in order to find out if
there is a correlation between Harding
social clubs and the Myers-Briggs
personality types.
The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator
(MBTI) system was developed in the
1930s and 1940s by mother-and-daughter
team Isabel Myers and Katherine Cook
Briggs. According to the Myers & Briggs
Foundation website, the MBTI was
developed to help “enable individuals
to grow through an understanding and
appreciation of individual differences
in healthy personalities and to enhance
harmony and productivity in diverse
groups.”
The MBTI system is comprised of 16
four-letter combinations that describe
the thought processes of different
people. Extraversion (E) describes
how a person draws their energy from
social situations while introversion (I)
describes how a person needs to step
away and be alone in order to recharge.
People with a preference for sensing (S)
typically gather information through
the external world and their five senses
while those who favor intuition (N)
gather information from imagination
and “reading between the lines.” Those
who favor feeling (F) make decisions
by using their emotions and personal
moral values, while those who favor
thinking (T) care more about logical
decision making and efficient outcomes.
Those who favor judging ( J) have a
highly structured and organized lifestyle
while those who favor perceiving (P)
value adaptability and improvisation.
While everyone has their preference,
no one is necessarily defined by one
trait or another. Feelers can still be
logical, and thinkers are not robots.
While it is important to remember
that overgeneralizing based on type
can be harmful, there are occasionally
correlations between the types and how

they get along.
After collecting 564 responses from
various students in different clubs, we
found some of these correlations
among classifications of a different
sort: social clubs.
Beta Omega Chi — Men’s club
For Beta Omega Chi, their
most common types were INTJ
and ENFP, with each being
represented in 27 percent
respectively. There were a
variety of other types, but
their most common traits
included intuition (92
percent) and feeling (67
percent).
Chi Kappa Rho —
Women’s club
According to the survey,
Chi Kappa Rho is most
commonly comprised
of INFPs and INFJs,
with each comprising a
respective 33 percent of
responders. According
to overall majority of the
results, Chi Kappa Rho
has unanimous preference
for introversion and a 70
percent preference for feeling.
Chi Omega Pi — W
Chi Omega Pi showed a 25
percent preference for the INFJ
personality type. There was a 62
percent preference for introversion,
an 80 percent preference for feeling
and another 80 percent preference
for judging.
Chi Sigma Alpha — M
23 percent of Chi Sigma Alpha claimed
their most common type of INFJ. Overall,
the club showed an 81 percent preference for
intuition and a 71 percent preference for feeling.
Delta Gamma Rho — W
The most common type among Delta Gamma Rho
Ph
members was ENFJ at 23 percent of responders. The responses
ot
os
also showed that 82 percent preferred feeling as well as another
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82 percent preferring judging.
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Delta Nu had 21 percent of their responses claim INFJ as their most comAa
nd
mon type. In addition to this, 77 percent of responses revealed intuition as one
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of their most common traits and 82 percent showed they also preferred feeling.
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Living in ‘two worlds’

The second installment in a series on racial diversity at Harding
JORDAN DOYLE
business manager
“It seems like there are two worlds here at Harding,”
Lee Edwards, assistant professor in the department of
Bible and ministry, said. “There is south of Park Avenue
and north of Park Avenue.”
Park Avenue is the street that divides the Ganus
Athletic Center, the various sports fields and the Reynolds
Center for Music and Communication from the main
part of campus.
Up until this year, Edwards was an assistant football
coach. He said he has seen Harding’s lack of racial diversity
be an issue for new football players.
“I’ve watched (football recruits) come in, and they
think they are a part of something that looks like them,
because our football team is racially diverse,” Edwards
said. “Then they cross the street and realize they’re in a
different world. Sadly, I’ve seen a lot of those young men
transfer. It’s not fair of me to say it’s because of that, but
I can’t help but think it at least played a role.”
Tiffany Byers, the director of multicultural student

services and the co-chair of the Diversity Committee,
said she believes there is a correlation between Harding
and Searcy’s racial diversity.
According to the United States Census Bureau, 86.8
percent of Searcy’s population is white, 7.5 percent is black,
4.6 percent is Latin American and 1.3 percent is Asian.
That data was from the most recent census conducted in
2010. Data from 2015 is not yet available.
Byers said that while Searcy businesses do cater toward
students, she believes Searcy’s lack of diversity can make
minority students feel out of place at times.
“Through speaking with minority students from larger
cities, (I’ve realized) the main question they have is, ‘Where
is the public transportation?’” Byers said. “‘How do I go
and get certain things that I personally need pertaining
to my ethnicity?’ Whether it’s a beauty salon, a clothing
store or food items, the options are fairly limited when
you’re in a smaller town.”
Senior Josh Nickerson, vice president of the Black
Student Association, said that Searcy’s diversity can easily
affect minority students’ comfort at Harding.
“As a minority student, I might experience culture

shock because of the lack of diversity here in Searcy,”
Nickerson said. “Because of that culture shock, it might
take minority students longer to become comfortable and
used to going to school here.”
Byers also said Searcy’s racial makeup could be a possible
reason for Harding not having a racially diverse faculty.
Provost Marty Spears said he used to work at a public
university before becoming provost at Harding. He said
state schools are also having trouble hiring minority
faculty members as private schools are.
In fall 2013, only 6 percent of all full-time faculties in
universities were black, 5 percent were Latin American
and 10 percent were Asian/Pacific Islander, according to
data from the National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES).
Spears said one reason for these low numbers nationwide
is from an underrepresentation of minorities at graduate
schools. NCES reported in 2008 that 12 percent of graduate
students were black, 6 percent were Latin American and
7 percent were Asian/Pacific Islander.

see DIVERSITY, 2A
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Leaves
for Aris
JACOB ARDREY
student writer

Harding’s Thundering
Herd Marching Band is
promoting a fundraiser for
senior Aris Ortiz Jr. titled
“Leaves for Aris.” Band
members and volunteers
will provide lawn service
for the surrounding Searcy
community on Nov. 4-5
and Nov. 11-12.
On Sept. 2, Ortiz was
involved in a car accident,
resulting in a leg injury and
the loss of his left arm from
the elbow down, according
to Alexis Ruiz-Hamilton,
Ortiz’s girlfriend. Since then,
Ortiz has been recovering
and acclimating to a new
way of life, according to
Ruiz-Hamilton.
Ortiz was the band president last year under the
administration of director
Wesley Parker and has played
four years in the Thundering Herd Marching Band.
Ruiz-Hamilton contacted
Parker to gain support in
promoting the event, given
their history of friendship
over the years. According
to Ruiz-Hamilton, Parker
directed her to an app called
Remind and showed her
how to send messages out
to large sums of people,
which volunteers can use
to get the information to
help clean yards.
“Alexis and Aris are
both really special to our
program,” Parker said.
“Alexis was one of my
first students I ever had
after moving to Arkansas.
They are both well-loved,
well-respected, outstanding
people. They’re willing to
give the shirt off their back
if someone is in need. We
as a band family help one
another, but particularly
these two individuals since
they’ve given so much.”
Junior Korianne Maupin
created the design for
the flyers and shirts for
the event. According to
Ruiz-Hamilton, the design
includes a specific quote that
Ortiz has used throughout
his recovery.
“One of the first things
Aris said to me in the ICU
after his surgeries was,
‘ Well, I’m alright now,’
which is a play-on-words
because he had his left arm
amputated,” Ruiz-Hamilton
said. “His sense of humor
and positivity, along with
prayers, has been why he’s
healed so much.”
According to Maupin,
she became friends with
Ruiz-Hamilton through
the band and a spring break
mission trip to Panama.
“They are a fantastic
couple and Aris is so deserving of the support,”
Maupin said. “He’s a really
great guy and I didn’t even
think about saying no when
she asked me.”
The Thundering Herd
Marching Band and Kingsmen social club will be
selling the shirts for $15
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
student center during the
week of Nov. 7-11.
To help r ake leaves
and volunteer to support
the Ortiz family, text @
leaves4ao to 81010.

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Students, faculty and alumni participate in the annual Bison Stampede 5K on Saturday, Oct. 30. Students can use the HU Service
Central app to track their steps, and for every mile of walking, a packet of MANA is donated by MANA Nutrition.

Students take steps against malnutrition
HU Service Central app allows students to participate in efforts to alleviate hunger
LIBBIE TURNER
asst. pr/marketing
Homecoming at Harding is typically a full
weekend of familiar activities. This year, however, a traditional 5K began a new chapter for
on-campus service opportunities.
Andrew Baker, assistant professor and director of the Mitchell Center for Leadership
and Ministry, partnered with the kinesiology
department to use the annual Bison Stampede
5K to get students involved in fighting against
malnutrition. Using the Harding Service Central
app that launched during the spring of 2016,
students can put their daily steps to good use.
Mark Moore, CEO of MANA Nutrition,
approached Baker earlier in the year to evaluate
ways Harding could spread awareness about
malnutrition and encourage students to get
involved in combatting the issue.
Their discussion led to “MANA Miles,” —
an initiative that students can participate in
through downloading the HU Service Central
app. The app now has a pedometer that is able
to monitor the number of steps one takes by

clicking “track.” All the user needs to do is
enable the feature.
The goal is to get to 10 million steps logged
before the end of the semester. Every 2,000
steps equals a mile of walking, and a packet
of MANA is earned after every mile walked.
“Your steps can count to help somebody?
Sign me up,” Baker said. “A walk across the
Front Lawn or a run around the track — why
not let those steps count?”
The plans for the partnership between MANA
and Harding students do not end with the semester. Baker hopes that this semester’s process
will encourage students to pursue additional
fundraising efforts of their own.
Senior electronic media productions major
Alex Valdes said he jumped on board to help
promote the 5K as soon as he heard about the
mission of MANA.
“The statistics of starved and dying children
was really eye opening to me,” Valdes said. “I
immediately felt the need to support the mission
of Mana in every way I could.”
Valdes said he loves working on projects like
this where he can help raise excitement and

DIVERSITY, from 1A
D ue to these low numbers,
Spears said there is a smaller pool
of diverse applicants nationwide
for faculty positions. He said he
believes Harding’s faculty numbers
could partly be a result of competing
with larger schools.
“At Harding, we’re restricted
t o h i r i n g w i t h i n t h e c h u rc h

affiliation,” Spears said. “If we find
somebody that fits that mission,
which is even smaller, they can
go to bigger universities like the
University of Arkansas for more
money because they’re also looking
to hire (minorities) as much as we
are. Institutions everywhere are
wanting to be more diverse, so

awareness for a cause.
“I hope that viewers were inspired by (my
promotional video) to go run the 5K, but more
importantly, I hope they were inspired to take
a ‘step’ in making this world a better place,”
Valdes said.
The plans for the partnership do not stop
at the end of the school year. As an additional
incentive, the team is considering the possibility
of letting students experience first-hand how
their steps are helping.
“Plans are in the works to have a few students selected to travel to Africa next summer
to deliver the MANA,” Baker said. “Maybe the
students who took the most steps. The plans still
need to be worked out, but the idea is there.”
Ultimately, the purpose of the endeavor is
to make a difference — something Baker sees
as a completely attainable objective.
“MANA’s goal is real simple. They just want
to alleviate malnutrition around the world.
Alleviate starvation. Alleviate poverty. We can
knock out malnutrition. That’s doable. That’s a
measurable thing we can do, and so maybe this
little app will help motivate people.”

you’re kind of competing for the
same quality faculty members.”
Spears said there is a connection
between a racially diverse student
body and faculty.
“If we had a more diverse student
population, I think we’d have an
easier time attracting a diverse
faculty,” Spears said. “You want an

environment where everyone feels
comfortable, which is why diversity
is so important.”
The final installment of the racial
diversity series will be in the Nov.
11 issue of the Bison. Part three
will address the course of action the
administration plans to take to increase
student and faculty diversity.

Arkansas Election 2016: What you need to know

Ballot Issues
Issue 1

Increase in Length of Term in Office for Some County Officials

Issue 2

Gubernatorial Power When Governor is Absent from State

Issue 3

Removal of Cap on State-Issued Bonds

Issue 6

Medical Marijuana Amendment

ISSUE 1

ISSUE 2

ISSUE 3

ISSUE 6

A vote for Issue 1 supports
changing the term lengths for
elected county judges, county
court clerks and county surveyors
from two years to four years, and
prohibiting certain elected county
officials from being appointed or
elected to a seperate civil office
during their term.
A vote against Issue 1 opposes
this change and supports keeping
two-year term lengths for county
judges, court clerks and surveyors.

A vote for Issue 2 supports
the proposal to allow Arkansas
governors to keep their regular
political authority when they
are out of the state.
A vote against Issue 2 opposes
the proposal to allow governors
to retain their regular powers
when they leave the state. By
voting against, voters support
the continuation of the lieutenant
governor taking over during
these periods.

A vote for Issue 3 supports the
proposal to remove the cap on
the amount of bonds the state is
allowed to issue to a corporation,
association, institution or
individual to assist in financing
economic development projects
and services.
A vote against Issue 3 opposes
the proposal to remove the cap
on bonds, and supports the state’s
prohibition on bonds that exceed
5 percent of annual state revenue.

According to Ballotpedia,
this election is one of the top 10
state-level races in 2016.
A vote for Issue 6 supports
legalizing medical marijuana
with 17 qualifying conditions,
creating a Medical Marijuana
Commission and allocating tax
revenue to technical institutes,
vocational schools, workforce
training and the General Fund.
A vote against Issue 6 opposes
the amendment to legalize medical
marijuana.
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#ImWithHer

#MakeAmericaGreatAgain

THOMAS HESSON
guest writer

LINDSEY LEDFORD
student writer

T

his year I am voting for the candidate who has had the most experience in politics. I am
voting for someone who constantly advocates for social and racial justice. I am voting
for someone that believes that we can be stronger together. This candidate does not use
scare tactics to feed followers nor discriminates based on one’s race, age, gender or sexuality.
It is because of these factors that I can proudly say that I am with her. Hillary Clinton
has proven over and over again that she cares about the American people.
I believe in creating affordable college, a livable minimum wage and ensuring that
everyone is treated fairly and equally. Clinton also believes in all of these issues. Whether
it be as secretary of state, senator of New York, or even as first lady, she has consistently
advocated for the wellbeing of everyone. This is evident in her fight to establish policies
like the State Children’s Health Insurance Program, which was created to help uninsured
families get the funding they need to receive care from a hospital or a physician. She has
shown over time that she is a dedicated public servant.
Affordable college has been a hot topic in this election. I do not believe that college
should be free. However, I do believe that we should try our best to ensure that college students are not in debt for the rest of their lives. Hillary wants to incentivise in-state colleges
by making a partnership with the federal government and the state. She wants to make
it easier to receive assistance by having a repayment program that will help the students
repay their loans in a timely manner. In doing this, higher education can
be more attainable and appealing.
Having a liveable minimum wage has also been an
issue that Hillary has emphasized in her campaign.
Most people think that it is primarily teenagers that
are utilizing minimum wage but according to the
Economic Policy Institute, over 88 percent of the
people working minimum wage jobs are over the
age of 20, and 36 percent are over the age of 40.
No one who works a full time job should be
living in poverty. Hillary’s plan is to increase
the minimum wage to $12, gradually, to see if
it is enough to make a livable wage.
Hillary has constantly stated that we should
ensure the rights of every human being.
LGBTQ rights are everyone’s rights.
Women’s rights are everyone’s rights. I
agree completely with her.
As a social work major, we constantly
discuss whether or not someone is being
treated fairly and equally. We need to love
one another rather than let our differences
tear us apart. 1 Corinthians says, “So now
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but
the greatest of these is love.” I think that we
need to have faith in God, hope that his will is
done, and most of all, we need to love everyone no matter
what. We need to treat each other with dignity and respect,
and I see that instilled in Hillary Clinton. I believe that
she cares about our country and will be one of the most
hardworking presidents. We can’t let stances on different
issues divide us. Instead, we should come together
and discuss them from a place of understanding.
I truly believe that we are stronger together.
That is why I am with her.
THOMAS HESSON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
thesson@harding.edu.

am a millennial, Christian woman and I plan to vote for Donald Trump in the upcoming election. Before I go any further, let me preface this article with a disclaimer:
I do not agree with everything Trump stands for, fights for or believes in.
Frankly, I am disappointed that a strong, trustworthy candidate has not been present
in the past two elections I could vote in. It frustrates me that in a country saturated
with people, we cannot seem to nominate one candidate who acts morally, ethically or
honorably. I strongly believe that our country is headed in the wrong direction.
I know I do not stand alone as I sulk in my despair for America’s current situation.
According to a poll released by CNN, 69 percent of voters are “very angry” or “somewhat
angry” about the way things are going in the United States. The same 69 percent feel
that the political system “seems to only be working for the insiders with money and
power,” according to an NBC/Wall Street Journal Poll.
What I appreciate about Trump is that he acknowledges the anger of the American
citizens and is willing to act boldly. I do not believe Trump is the perfect candidate. In
fact, I think he is filled with flaws. However, he is the only candidate in which I can
find any common ground.
I agree with Trump in the following areas: reinforcing the border, combating radical
terrorist groups, supporting Second Amendment rights, reducing taxes, protecting
Social Security benefits, supporting traditional marriage and reducing
government spending. I disagree with Hillary Clinton in too
many areas to list, but some of them include: her stance
on abortion, taxes, government spending, gun
control, foreign policy, the Affordable Care
Act, climate change, the use of her private email server and what took place in
Benghazi. I believe she has a checkered
past, and I am appalled that she can even be
considered a nominee for the highest political
office in our country.
In this election in particular, our votes
hold more weight. The candidate elected will
determine if the Supreme Court will lean
more liberally or conservatively. If Clinton
is elected, she will nominate candidates
to fill Justice Antonin Scalia’s seat and
potentially three more as aging justices
retire. Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg,
Anthony Kennedy and Stephen Breyer could
retire during the term of our next president.
This leaves four seats available in addition to
the two left-leaning justices already added
by President Obama. Scalia was a staunch
conservative. However, this seat is only likely
to stay conservative if Trump is elected. If you
believe you are only choosing a leader for the
next four to eight years, you are fooling yourself.
If you pass on the opportunity to vote, know that this
decision could impact you for a minimum of 30 to 40 years.
This election holds real stakes and will deliver consequences
to the uniformed voter.
I urge you to research your political views and
vote for the flawed candidate that most closely
represents your views, and for me, it is Trump.
LINDSEY LEDFORD is a
guest writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
lledford@harding.edu.
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hannah j. moore

it’s
complicated

‘Hate is too great
a burden to bear’
I
have been an emotional wreck lately, so let’s
just talk about another emotion, shall we?
Hate, hate, hate. Hate, hate, hate. (Double
hate. Loathe entirely.) According to the
Penguin Dictionary of Psychology, it is a
“deep, enduring, intense emotion expressing
animosity, anger and hostility towards a
person, group, or object.”

staff

I

Hate is such an extreme emotion, yet we
throw around the word in conversation so
flippantly that it loses all of its substance. “I
hate that girl, she’s so annoying.” “I hate the
Chicago Cubs.” “I hate pineapple on pizza.”
(For the record, I am a fan of pineapple on
pizza. It’s sweet, tangy and compliments
the flavor of the cheese and ham.) These
are such insignificant things to have such
an intense feeling about.
Sigmund Freud, Austrian psychologist
and founder of psychoanalysis, defined hatred
as “an ego state that wishes to destroy the
source of its unhappiness.” Do you literally
want to destroy that thing you claim to
hate? Do you really? Do you really want to
do that? I highly doubt that you want to
obliterate from existence the annoying girl
from class, your homework, a sports team
or all pineapple from pizza.
Oh, am I mistaken? Do you actually
want to get rid of the annoying girl from

class, your homework, a sports team or all
pineapple from pizza? Fine then. Hate is an
appropriate word to describe your feelings.
In current political conversation, it almost
seems as if some people really do want to
destroy things that they hate. Inflammatory rhetoric is flung from both sides of the
spectrum, words like “nasty woman” and
“deplorables” are thrown around like candy
at a parade. This is especially frightening,
considering that some are even acting upon
their hatred. Just this Tuesday, a Mississippi
church that was predominantly black had
their sanctuary burned and vandalized,
reading in spray paint “Vote Trump.” This
act and others like it are inexcusable. The
hateful language we use can quickly transform into hate crimes. And violence only
incites more violence.
Personally, I agree with Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. on the topic of hate. He says, “I have
decided to stick to love… hate is too great

a burden to bear.” Hate is the 250 pound
barbell your heart is forced to press. Hate
is the ball and chain attached to your mind.
Hate is so heavy of a burden.
I urge all of you to cast your hate away in
the days leading up to this election. I’m not
suggesting that you need to be completely
satisfied with everything that’s taking place
because I am not. Everyone is justified in
disliking some things. But rather than focusing
your mind on such an unpleasant emotion,
shift your thoughts to a more appropriate
emotion; love.
Love is liberating. Love is constructive.
Love is transforming. Love is fulfilling.
HANNAH J. MOORE is the opinions
editor for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
hmoore@harding.edu.
Twitter: hannah_j_moore

Joshua Johnson
editor-in-chief
Savanna DiStefano
features editor
Jaisa Hogue
news editor
Caleb Rowan
sports editor
Taylor Hodges
asst. sports editor

Hannah J. Moore
opinions editor
Garrett Howard
lifestyle editor
Sarah Dixon
head copy editor
Grant Stewart
asst. copy editor
Delilah Pope
editorial asst.

Amanda Floyd
head photographer
Evan Swearingen
asst. photographer
Ryann Heim
asst. photographer
Claire Patton
head web editor
Natalie E. Smith
asst. web editor

Grayson Piershale
beat reporter
Chance Gowan
head multimedia editor
Mitchell Brooks
asst. multimedia editor
Sawyer Hite
head graphics
Rachel Gibson
asst. graphics/illustrator

Eli Andrews
Jacob Ardrey
Michalie Brown

Michael Claxton
Thelma Garcia Martinez
Austin Gurchiek

Thomas Hesson
Lindsey Ledford
Katie McDonnel

Alex Petty
Kaylie Ross
Audra Shumaker

Jordan Doyle
business manager
Sam Shepherd
pr/marketing
Libbie Turner
asst. pr/marketing
Katie Ramirez
faculty adviser

guest writers
Kendra Stevenson

OPINIONS
4A | Friday, November 4, 2016

joshua johnson

PUnKin BAbY tHinKs YoU diD A gReAt Job
suRvIVinG tHis WEek!!!

16

same song,
second verse

No U-turns for
America

S

ept. 1, 2016 — the day I wrote down
that Hillary Clinton would be the next
president of the United States.
While I do not support either platform,
I’ve been confident of this outcome for
some time now. So confident, in fact,
that I made a very interesting bet with a
friend of mine. The wager was as follows:
If Trump wins the election, I have to use
the word “cat” in my column 50 times.
While the thought of this made my friend
smirk with preemptive glee, I was unfazed.
It is little more than a challenge I might
undertake on a normal week. However,
if Clinton wins, my friend will be forced
to glue a Shipley’s glazed doughnut to
his face and run around the Front Lawn
for an hour.
Needless to say, I am looking forward
to Nov. 8, for many, many reasons.
While I do not disregard the possibility
of a Republican upset, I stamp my name
alongside the declaration that a Democrat
will be decorating the Oval Office for at
least four more years (and with Hillary’s
impeccable taste in fashion, I look forward
to seeing how she will alleviate 200 years
of masculine stagnation).
So where does that leave us? Between
my conservative upbringing and my liberal
friends, I am privileged to see arguments
from both sides fill my Facebook feed. On
the right are the stalwart Republicans,
placing Clinton at No. 2 on the list of
evangelical’s “Most Wanted” — right
in front of Rob Bell and right behind
Al Gore. On the left are the staunch
Democrats, who can’t decide whether
to attack Trump’s hair or his lewd comments from 11 years ago. My point is
not to ruffle feathers, but rather to point
out the obvious: this election has been a
mudslinging tragicomedy. The theater geek
inside of me is already anticipating the
2026 Broadway debut of “Wrong,” with
the promotional slogan, “Make Musicals
Great Again.”
It may be safe to say that a presidential run has not been this peppered with
prolific propaganda since Andrew Jackson
accused John Quincy Adams of selling
his wife’s maid as a concubine to the czar
of Russia in 1828. And with the ongoing
investigation of Clinton’s emails — a
mere five days before the election — this
farce seems to be holding out for a few
more dramatic twists and turns before
the curtain falls.
Despite all of this, you might be surprised to hear that I am already at peace
with the election.
In my mind, the course of American
history is like an ocean liner, and no
matter who is at the wheel, they can only
turn the ship so far to the left or right
in four short years. And in four years, if
the passengers are unhappy with a subtle
directional shift, they have the opportunity
to elect a new captain to the helm.
It is impossible to make a metaphorical
U-turn in only four years. The checks and
balances of our government have been
established and upheld through congressional legislation and judicial review for
this very purpose. Let’s not forget that
our Constitution has survived ratification,
revision and endless debate to ensure a
democratic society — and that work has
certainly not been in vain.
Yes, 2016 has made many of us feel
like we need a cold shower, but it is finally
drawing to a close. I am so thankful for
that. I hope you are able to find peace in
these last few days, as I have.
Oh, and if you see a Kingsman running
around with a doughnut on his face on
Nov. 9, don’t be alarmed. That’s just my
friend Zach. He made a CATastrophic bet.
On the off-chance that Trump wins,
only 49 more “cat” references to go.
JOSHUA JOHNSON is the
editor-in-chief for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
jjohnson4@harding.edu.
Twitter: @joshjohnson146

Illustration by RACHEL GIBSON

Should you give Caesar your vote?
austin gurchiek

guest
writer

I

am not going to vote on Nov. 8. I don’t
expect very many people to agree with
my choice, and some people might even be
upset. But I would like to explain why I’m
not voting. It’s not a protest. It’s not because
I don’t think there’s a good choice. I’m never
going to vote, and it’s because I am a Christian.
I know that there are people who consider
voting a Christian duty, but I would like to
share an alternative to that narrative. I’m not
voting because I pledge my allegiance to the
kingdom of God.
When Jesus came to earth, he went around
Galilee and Judea preaching about the kingdom of God. The apostle Paul preaches about
salvation, and they’re talking about the same
thing. And salvation, participation in God’s
kingdom, isn’t just about saving us — that is
part of it, but it’s so much bigger than that
— it’s about bringing the kingdom of God
to earth. We know Jesus as our savior, but
do we know him as our king? I believe that
the kingdom of God is a political reality, a

real present entity that we’re already a part
of and not just looking forward to. When
you see yourself as a part of this kingdom,
your vision of the world changes.
I believe that Christians should be political in the sense of having an impact and
influence in the communities in which we
live. Jesus’ life had a political impact, but
he wasn’t interested in being political in
the sense of playing the power game. The
kingdom that Jesus spoke of isn’t a kingdom
that rules over people but a kingdom that
is self-sacrificing. It is a kingdom that loves
its enemies.
Christians often quote Mark 12:17, “Give
to Caesar what is Caesar’s,” justifying a sort
of dual-citizenship, but that’s missing the
point. Jesus says to give the coin to Caesar
because it bears Caesar’s image. Jesus says to
give to God what bears God’s image. All of
humanity bears God’s image, and our loyalty
should be given to him.
Caesar can never bring change; all governments can do is pass laws. When the
kingdom of God is lived out, it transforms.
The politics of God’s kingdom are found
in the Sermon on the Mount, in bearing
burdens in solidarity with those who are
oppressed. The two-hats theory doesn’t
work; when you try to wear the hat of God’s
kingdom and the hat of the world’s kingdom
together, you become divided. You’re either

in the kingdom or you’re not. That’s not to
say that Christians can’t vote, it’s just not
a kingdom thing, but an American thing.
Some will point out Romans 13, where
Paul says that all governments have been
“instituted” by God, and that God uses
them. However, this doesn’t mean that
God approves of them. Did God approve
of Assyria and Babylon? In Romans 13,
Paul says that God uses the governments
of the world as an avenger. In the previous
chapter Paul says “never avenge yourself.”
For God says that, “Vengeance is mine.” If a
Christian is not supposed to take vengeance
it can be assumed that Christians were not
thought of participating in the government
when Paul said this. I don’t believe it’s a sin
if you do vote, but please realize that the
kingdom of God will never come on Air
Force One.
No matter what you think about voting,
may we who are Christians be an answer
to Jesus’ prayer that the kingdom of God
would come on earth as it is in heaven. In
the words of Derek Webb, “My first allegiance is not to a flag, a country, or a man;
my first allegiance is not to democracy or
blood, but to a king and a kingdom.”
AUSTIN GURCHIEK is a guest writer
for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
agurchi1@harding.edu.

Interested in writing a guest column?
Contact Hannah J. Moore at hmoore@harding.edu.
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wonder how many of you listen to a
syndicated radio program called “Intelligence for Your Life.” Heaven knows we
all could use some. Host John Tesh and his
staff comb the Internet for studies, lists, and
factoids to help us live smarter and happier.
Everything from tips on how to act during
a job interview to reasons why smiling is
good for your nerves. And occasionally the
advice you hear just might save your life.
A few nights ago, I heard Mr. Tesh
describe a brand new personal protection
system called the Defender 24/7. Back in
the old days, people who had to be out late
would carry a small container of pepper spray
in case they found themselves under attack.
But this is not your mother’s can of Mace.
The Defender is a five-in-one safety kit. It
not only sprays stinging fluid into the eyes
of an assailant, but it also sounds an alarm,
takes a photo of the bad guy, and sends the
snapshot to the police, who can then can
track your location via GPS.
It’s amazing that all this crime-fighting
power is in a stick that fits in your pocket
and only costs $179. What’s more, you can
buy a second Defender for only $100 extra.
The ad didn’t say whether the pair comes
with a double holster so you can wear one
on each hip — in case you’re ever mugged

Mace 2.0
at high noon. Anyway, I’m sure millions
of people will buy the Defender 24/7. But
of course you know what will happen. Six
months later, the company will come out with
the Defender 25/8. This one not only stuns
and photographs the felon, but it will also
finger-print, handcuff and read him his rights.
Eventually joggers who use the gadget will
be having conversations like this:
Jogger One: “Hey, check out my new
Defender 7. It not only sprays the perp but
also arrests him and even takes the case
straight to trial!”
Jogger Two: “Aw, man! I just bought a
Defender 6.”
This personal safety system contains
the highest concentration of pepper spray
available to the police, but there is still one
step left for a future upgrade. The next level
of Defender should squirt a lethal dose of
Carolina Reaper, a specially bred strain of
habanero that is officially the world’s hottest
pepper. Reaching over 1.5 million Scoville
Heat Units — that’s the chili pepper Richter
scale — this spicy hybrid will put almost any
villain down for the count.
A handful of brave folks have dared to take
the Carolina Reaper challenge, but very few
have survived. In 2014, a fellow named Jason
McNabb managed to swallow three Reapers
in under 11 seconds. He lived to tell the tale,
though he now has a new esophagus made
of PVC pipe. But I think I know someone
tougher than Jason. Someone who could take
the challenge and make it through without
needing a replacement colon.
I’ve eaten with this man at Mexican
restaurants for 10 years. He scoffs at the spicy

salsa they bring out with our chips. Instead,
he orders the “real stuff,” as he calls it, the hot
sauce that requires customers to sign a release
and list their next of kin. I watched one time
as the waiter brought out a tiny, bubbling
concoction. He then left our table, only to
peer around the corner with the rest of the
kitchen staff, no doubt placing bets on how
long it would take for my friend to take one
bite and keel over. It seemed the bowl was
a mixture of raw jalapenos and battery acid.
But the old fire-eater was unfazed. Sure,
his eyes bugged out, sweat came out of his
hair and his body convulsed like a squirrel
on a power line. Soon, though, the wheezing
ended, the purple tint faded from his face, and
all he said was, “That rang my bell.” Within
seconds he was dipping another round of
chips in the sauce and telling golf stories.
No damage done.
It’s a good thing this 76-year-old is a retired preacher. If he had the slightest criminal
bent, his special talent would render him
unstoppable, impervious to any toxic spray.
He could probably join the X-Men.
So go ahead and buy a Defender 24/7 for
protection. Just be aware that not everyone
can be stopped by liquid pepper. I, on the
other hand, could be knocked over by a
Flamin’ Hot Dorito. So you won’t find me
turning to crime, either. But you can find me
at Mi Pueb every Thursday, watching the old
showman swallow fire.
MICHAEL CLAXTON is a guest
writer for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
mclaxto1@harding.edu.

At the Bison, it is our goal to serve the Harding University student body with integrity, truth and open ears. However, we believe that meeting that goal is a two-way street between
our staff and the public it serves. We pledge to keep our eyes and ears open to what our community has to say and hope that, in return, that community will be an interactive
audience, sharing its stories with us. We also pledge to do the basics: Report accurate and relevant information, check our facts, and share them in a professional, timely manner.
If you have any story ideas, questions, comments or concerns for the Bison staff, please email Joshua Johnson, the editor-in-chief, at jjohnson4@harding.edu. “The Bison (USPS
577-660) is published weekly (except vacations, exams and summer sessions), 20 issues per year, by Harding University. Periodicals postage paid at Searcy, Arkansas 72143.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Bison, Harding University 11192, SEARCY, AR 72149-0001.” BYLINE POLICY: The Bison provides an opportunity for class writers to
contribute work under the byline “guest writers.” Due to this arrangement, staff writers may rewrite a portion of the guest writers’ stories as they deem necessary, while still
identifying the work as the guest writers’ own.
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Soccer teams seeking conference titles
TAYLOR HODGES
asst. sports editor

Don’t get
too upset

Everybody loves an underdog. We were all pulling
for David to slay Goliath in
our 5-year-old Sunday school
class. We were certainly all
pulling for the glass slipper
to fit on Cinderella’s foot. The
same applies to sports — we
all love a good upset.
I’ve lived through several
odds-defying performances in
my time of sports fandom, so
here are a few of my favorites:
1. Appalachian State over
Michigan — 2006
No one had heard of this
Division I-AA school from
North Carolina until a blocked
field goal gave it a 34-32 win
over 5th-ranked Michigan
in 2006. The Appalachian
State radio call of the game’s
last few seconds can only be
described as incredible and is
only a Youtube search away.
Enjoy.
2. Butler University —
2010, 2011 NCAA Tournament
If you didn’t love seeing
Brad Stephens coach a bunch
of white boys to back-to-back
championship games, then
I’m not sure you have a heart.
Members of the Horizon
league, the Butler Bulldogs
suprised March Madness fans
by stymieing the offenses of
top seed after top seed in
2010 and 2011.
3. New York Giants over
New England Patriots —
Super Bowl XLII
The Pats were 12-point
favorites and a win away from
a perfect season. The Giants
were 10-6 and didn’t even win
their division. So when Eli
Manning, David Tyree and
company became the first
wild card team to win a Super
Bowl, the world was shocked.
As was 8th-grade Caleb, who
still owes a friend $100 based
on this game’s results.
4. Georgia State over
Bay lor — 2015 NCAA
Tournament
Georgia State head coach
Ron Hunter sat on a stool
on the sideline because of a
foot injury he acquired while
celebrating the team’s NCAA
tournament berth. When his
son, R.J., hit a game-winning
three-pointer to beat 3-seed
Baylor, coach Hunter literally
fell off his stool. You can’t
make this stuff up.
5. Robin Soderling over
Rafael Nadal — 2009 French
Open
“The King of Clay” had
never lost at Roland Garros
and was coming off a 6-1,
6-3, 6-0 thrashing of Roger
Federer in the 2008 final. But
on this windy day, he was
overpowered on his favorite
surface by a Swede who had
never been past the third
round at a major tournament.
6. St. Louis Cardinals —
2011 World Series
Yes, I’m biased. But when
the Cardinals trailed the
Braves by five games for the
wild card spot with 10 games
left in 2011, their odds of
winning a World Series were
999-1. A month and a half
later, the team was hoisting
the Commissioner’s Trophy.
In the words of Fox commentator Joe Buck, “What
a team, what a ride.”
CALEB ROWAN is the head
sports editor for the Bison.
He may be contacted at
crowan@harding.edu.

The men’s and women’s soccer
teams have closed out their seasons,
both finishing third in the Great
American Conference (GAC). The
women defeated East Central University (ECU) 6-4 on their Senior
Day, the highest scoring game
in GAC history. The men lost to
Mississippi College 1-0 on Sunday,
Oct. 30 in Clinton, Mississippi for
their final game.
In the men’s final conference
game, the Bisons lost to conference
opponent Ouachita Baptist University (OBU) 2-0 in Arkadelphia on
Oct. 25. This game put the Bisons
in third going into the conference
tournament.
“We feel like it has been our
effort and our defense that has been
so good for us this season,” senior
forward Barry Foster said. “We feel
like we kind of got away from that
this game. Our effort and intensity
could have been a lot stronger.”
The women’s team finished their
season with a second-half comeback
against East Central Univerisity
(ECU), a team that was playing
for a chance in the conference
tournament.
“Our mentality in the second
was just to attack. And that is what
we did,” senior defender Melita
Sutherland said. “Once we scored
the third goal of the second half,
I knew that we were going to get
one more. We were just that much
more aggressive and intense than
they were, and it was just a matter
of time before we would score one
more.”
Both teams will take on OBU
in the first round of the conference
tournament. The Bisons lost both
matchups while the Lady Bisons
tied the first 0-0 in overtime and
lost the second 2-0.
“Well I’d like to think that if you
play a team three times, that you

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Sophomore defender Yuri Richardson battles for a ball during a 1-0 loss to Ouachita Baptist
University on Oct. 4. The Lady Bisons began GAC Tournament play against OBU on Nov. 3.
will get them one of those time,”
men’s head coach Jon Ireland said.
“For us, it’s just about preparing
and making sure we focus on how
we can get better today … It’s going
to be a good challenge, and we’re
excited for it.”
Head coach of the Lady Bisons,
Greg Harris said that his team
needs to have the same intensity in
the first half of this game as they
did in the second half of the game
against ECU.
“We just need to match (OBU’s)
intensity, and then up it,” Harris
said. “They need to know that when

they play against Harding it is going
to be a battle.”
Foster said their intensity is what
will help the team beat OBU in the
first round of the GAC tournament.
“This is a team that has been
holding us back for the last couple
of years. We haven’t been able to
beat them,” Foster said. “It just starts
with our intensity. If we can step
that up, it will help our pressure on
the ball and help us get higher up
the field which will help us create
more chances.”
The Lady Bisons hope to carry the
momentum from the 6-4 win over

ECU into their GAC tournament
matchup against OBU.
“In tournament play, we are at the
point where if we lose, we are out,”
Sutherland said. “So we have to keep
that mindset and mentality, and just
work our hardest. The mentality at
practice has been good, so if we just
keep that intensity, we will be good.”
The men’s team begins their
conference tournament today at 4
p.m. in Shawnee, Oklahoma. The
women played their opening game
on Thursday, Nov. 3 in Weatherford,
Oklahoma, but results were not
available at press time.

Lady Bisons win two, hold top spot in GAC
GRAYSON PIERSHALE
beat reporter
The Harding women’s volleyball team defeated
Ouachita Baptist University (OBU) at home on
Thursday, Oct. 27. Harding won the match 3-0
with scores of 25-19, 25-19 and 25-22.
This win improved Harding’s win-loss record
to 18-6 overall and 9-3 in the Great American
Conference (GAC), securing a one-game lead
over OBU and moving the Lady Bisons into a
first-place tie with Oklahoma Baptist University
(OKBU).The team hit .269 and had 50 kills, 60
digs and seven team blocks in the victory.
The team’s performance led to sophomore Emily
Clayton being awarded GAC Offensive Player
of the Week, marking her second recognition as
a GAC player of the week. For the ninth week
of the season, Clayton had 13 kills, securing a

.455 attack percentage, her second-highest in
the GAC this season.
Senior Abigail Glosup was highlighted as the
GAC Setter of the Week, marking her second
recognition as a GAC player of the week. Glosup
had 39 assists, her second-highest three-set assist
total this season and ranks second in the conference
overall in assists per set with an average of 10.43.
Head coach Meredith Fear saw the team’s
performance as representative of their strengths.
“It was just a really good, consistent and balanced game,” Fear said. “I think that’s the best
thing we have going for our team: we’re really
balanced both offensively and defensively. It’s
not one hitter who goes off and no one can stop
her and she has this amazing match. It’s when
everyone is working together that we’re at our
best, and we did that really well on Thursday.”
The Lady Bisons are leading the GAC in
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Sophomore middle blocker Zoe Hardin blocks a shot by a Ouachita Baptist University player in their game on Thursday, Oct. 27. Hardin has been named a GAC
Player of the Week three times this season.

players-of-the-week recognitions. Sophomore
Taylor Lake was recognized as the GAC Defensive Player of the Week on Sept. 6. Sophomore
middle blocker Zoe Hardin was recognized as
the GAC Defensive Player of the Week on Oct.
24, in the week before Harding’s game against
OBU. During that week, Hardin averaged 1.83
blocks per set, added an average of 3.22 kills per
set and had a .446 attack percentage. She ranks
third in NCAA Division II in blockes per set.
This marks Hardin’s third time being recognized
as a GAC Player of the Week.
The team also won their match on Tuesday,
Nov. 1 at Southern Arkansas University (SAU)
3-0 with scores of 27-25, 25-9 and 25-20. Harding
hit .220 and had 35 kills and 10 team blocks.
Harding’s victory against SAU maintained
their first-place position in the GAC rankings
and improved their win-loss record to 19-6 overall
and 10-3 in the conference.
Fear described the team as being highly motivated after narrowly missing earning first place
at the end of last year’s season.
“It’s a tight race for who’s going to come out
on top,” Fear said. “It makes it more exciting and
I think it’s going to make it more meaningful for
whoever does come out on top. But it will be big
for us. I think the girls are motivated for it and
hungry for it and want to prove that Harding
wasn’t setting a new precedent last year. We’re
back and Harding is as strong as ever.”
Hardin sees the need for her team to remain
focused throughout the rest of the season.
“As a team, we have to use [our win against
OBU] as motivation to keep playing strong, while
not getting caught up in the win and forgetting
the work we still have left to do,” Hardin said.
The Lady Bisons played at home on Nov. 3
against Henderson State University, but results
were not available at press time. Harding will
play at Arkansas Tech University on Tuesday,
Nov. 8, and on Senior Night, Nov. 10, against
the University of Arkansas at Monticello, both
scheduled for 6 p.m.
Harding has clinched a berth in the GAC
Tournament, which will take place in Hot
Springs, Arkansas from Nov. 17-19. If the GAC
standings hold, the Lady Bisons will be the top
seed at the tournament as OKBU is ineligible
for postseason play.
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Bisons 9-0 after Homecoming

kaylie ross

guest
writer

#FlyTheW

EVAN SWEARINGEN | The Bison

Senior quarterback Park Parish hands the ball off to senior runningback Michael Latu during the
Bison’s Homecoming game on Oct. 29. The Bisons moved to 9-0, their best start in program history.
AUDRA SHUMAKER
student writer
CALEB ROWAN
sports editor
On Saturday, Oct. 29,
the First Security Stadium
was packed with students,
family and alumni for Harding’s Homecoming football
game. The Bisons defeated
Southwestern Oklahoma
State (SWOSU) 42-27,
moving to 9-0 this season
and keeping their undefeated
season intact.
Senior quarterback

Park Parish scored the first
touchdown of the game
with a 3-yard run, giving
the Bisons an early 7-0 lead
after junior Tristan Parsley
secured the extra point. The
Bisons continued to move the
ball on the ground and built
a 28-13 lead by the end of
the first half. SWOSU cut
the lead to 35-27 midway
through the fourth quarter,
but Parish responded with
another touchdown run,
this time from 23 yards out.
According to Parish, the
team took care of the ball

and played well, not losing
a turnover battle.
“This team has a special
bond and is driven to do
something great this season,”
Parish said. “Our team has
had to overcome some adversity. Each week we have
to get out there and prove
ourselves.”
The Bisons’ defense gave
up its highest point total of
the season in the win over
SWOSU, but the unit is still
the third best defense in
NCAA Division II football,
giving up just 244 yards
per game.
According to senior
linebacker Daylan Skidmore,
defeating both Henderson
State University and Ouachita
Baptist University this year
was a huge accomplishment
for the team because it has
not been done in the past
five years.
“The team is excited
about their record and has
every intention of victory,”
Skidmore said. “Every week
is an accomplishment, and we
are grateful for having done
this well so far — grateful,
but not satisfied.”
S aturday ’s game was
particularly special to head
coach Ronnie Huckeba
because it was the 40-year
reunion of his senior year
team that won Harding’s first
conference championship

Brittany Smyser

Our Athletes’ Views
on Pop Culture

Tennis

in 1976. The Bison alumni
spent time talking with
the team, expressing their
excitement of this season.
According to Huckeba, many
alumni players come back for
Homecoming weekend, and
the team wanted to make
the former Bisons proud.
“ W hen our players
interact in that venue of
legacy it makes them even
more determined to do
well,” Huckeba said. “We
chose to take it one week
at a time and prepare each
week with what we need for
each game.”
According to Huckeba,
the overall culture of this
team is love and family
and this team lives that
out on and off the field.
In his final season as head
coach, Huckeba’s Bisons are
now just two wins from an
undefeated regular season,
which would all but assure
the them a home playoff
game for the first time in
school history.
On Saturday, Nov. 5,
the 9-0 Bisons will travel
to Alva, Oklahoma to play
Northwestern Oklahoma
State University. With a
win, the Bisons will clinch
the GAC regular season
title, which would mark
the first outright conference
championship in program
history.

Grant Kimberlin
Football

If there’s one thing I know, it’s how to be a Cubs fan.
Growing up in the ‘burbs of Chicago, it was either you
liked the south side team (the White Sox) or the Cubs.
I’ve never had a friend who was a White Sox fan if that
tells you something.
All my life I have been made fun of for being a Cubs
fan. People would joke and love to remind me how long
its been since they won the World Series. I know, it’s
been 108 years. Sometimes they were good and sometimes they weren’t. This is the 108th year and a baseball
is sewn together with 108 stitches. Coincidence? Maybe,
but 2016 is the year.
Wednesday night, it all changed. Ten long innings
of play. As I watched, my laptop streamed a live view of
Wrigley Field. I’ve never wanted to be in one place so
bad and not in Arkansas. I wasn’t very anxious until the
Indians tied us 6-6 in the 8th inning with a double and
two-run homer. Then the heavens opened up, and the rain
started. We were on a rain delay for 15 minutes in the
top of the 10th inning. This would happen to the Cubs.
It even seemed like the elements were going against us.
We knew we weren’t going to have it easy. After the most
anxious 15 minutes, they finally started removing the
tarp from the field. I thought the rain was a sign that we
weren’t going to win this.
Then magic happened.
Ben Zobrist hit a go-ahead double, and Miguel Montero followed with a R.B.I. single to give us the cushion
we needed. The tears started. I called my mom as my
lucky Cubs blanket dangled around my neck. Tears of
joy. Tears of relief.
A 108-year “curse” was broken. No more talk of the
billy goat, black cats or Steve Bartman. The Chicago
Cubs are the 2016 World Champions. This has changed
their identity forever. As I kept sobbing in disbelief regarding what had just happened, I kept thinking about
how this is the respect we finally needed. Baseball fans
all over the world will respect and know that we can win
a championship, by winning in possibly the most epic
game 7 of MLB history.
The Cubs fandom has never been easy. Last season was
a heartbreak. But, if you’re a true Cubs fan, the believing
never stops. Wednesday night it showed. Wrigleyville
cheered like it hasn’t cheered in over a hundred years,
and the M-80s started going off in the ‘burbs because
the Chicago Cubs were champs. As I write this, I’m still
in amazement and disbelief. I don’t think it’ll hit me for
real until Thanksgiving Break when I return to Chicago.
In my 21 years, this has been the highlight. I don’t
think anything can beat this feeling. So shout out to my
peers for allowing me to blow up your Twitter feeds and
suffering through my long Snapchat stories of an emotional
rollercoaster that was this postseason. It hasn’t been an easy
one, but that’s Chicago Cubs baseball for ya. God bless
America, and God Bless the Chicago Cubs. #FlyTheW

KAYLIE ROSS is a guest writer for the Bison.
She may be contacted at
kross3@harding.edu.

Katelyn Walker
Golf

Ryan Williamson Josh Syrotchen
Golf

Track

What is your favorite movie
quote?

“ Happiness can be found,
even in the darkest of times,
if he only remembers to turn
on the light.”
-Albus Dumbledor

“Don’t ever let someone tell
you you can’t do something.
Not even me. You’ve got a
dream, you protect it.”
-The Pursuit of Happyness

“We accept the love
we think we deserve.”
-The Perks of Being
A Wallflower

“Keep your liver-spotted “You’re killin’ me Smalls!”
and “You play ball like a
hands off my mother.
girl!’
She is a saint.”
-The Sandlot
-Step Brothers

If you could be friends with a
celebrity, who would it be and
why?

Orlando Bloom because
he has a hilarious sense
of humor and likes to go
on adventures.

Daniel Tosh. He
would keep me
laughing.

Julianne Hough because
she’s extemely talented
at everything and she
has a spunky personality.

Dustin Johnson.
He’s a stud, and that Robert Downey, Jr.
means I would get
because he’s funny.
to hang out with his
wife.

If you won the lottery, what
would you do with the
money?

Invest in real
estate.

I would buy my parents
a house, and make sure they
have everything they need,
because they have always
done the same for me.

I would travel the
world, starting with
Spain or Australia.

Pay for school.

Tithe 10 percent
and invest the rest.

What is your favorite hangout
spot in Searcy?

Beebe Sonic!

Sonic.

Either Harding Park
in my hammock or
Mr. Postman.

Searcy Country
Club.

Roof of the Reynolds
Building.
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Yearbook wins top award
MICHALIE BROWN
student writer

Courtesey of KALEB TURNER

Sophomore Petit Jean editor Kaleb Turner and alumnae
previous Petit Jean editors Shelby Daniel and Maeghen
Carter hold the Pacemaker award in the District of Columbia.
The 2014-15 Petit Jean, “Connected,” recieved the award
by the Associated Collegiate Press on Oct. 22.

The 2014-2015 Petit Jean yearbook, “Connected,”
received the Pacemaker award from the Associate Collegiate Press (ACP) on Oct. 22, 2016 in the District
of Columbia. The award is presented to the top one
percent of yearbooks across the nation by the ACP.
“The past several books before mine have been
nominated as finalists, so it’s something that I wanted
to get nominated for, and I wanted to win because it’s
such an honor, but I never really got my hopes up,”
alumna and editor-in-chief of “Connected,” Shelby
Daniel said.
The Pacemaker is the standard of excellence for
university yearbooks across the nation.
“The running joke around the office is that Shelby
is cooler than any of us will ever be, so it’s no surprise
that her book was selected,” current Petit Jean editor-in-chief sophomore Kaleb Turner said. “She had
a great vision for the book from the very beginning,
and she carried that out really well in working with
the staff and the printing company to make sure that
vision never wavered.”
Alumna and 2015-2016 editor-in-chief, Maeghen
Carter, worked as the academics section editor under
Daniel.

“To even be nominated is a huge honor, and to
win one means that you’re in the top one percent in
the nation. I’m so proud to have been able to be a
part of that staff,” Carter said. “When I first found
out Shelby’s book was nominated, I was really excited
and it encouraged me to keep working even harder
on my book so I could live up to that legacy. Working
on a book that, at the time, had been nominated for
this award gave me the confidence to keep working
even harder.”
According to Turner, most modern yearbooks are
formatted similarly to magazines. Daniel’s yearbook
was designed more like a classic yearbook; something
that most universities haven’t done in years.
“It was very different than the books that we’ve done
in the past,” Carter said. “It had a lot of color, a lot of
really neat designs, shapes; and that’s something that
we don’t really usually see in yearbooks and that’s one
of the reasons that it stuck out and won an award.”
The book’s theme, “Connected,” seemed to have
a resonating effect with the student body, according
to Turner.
“It’s something that so many people can identify
with especially at a place like Harding,” Turner said.
“We focus a lot on community and connections here,
so she was able to play on that in the theme of her
book incredibly well.”

Sparking conversation ‘Through Colored Lines’
Stevens Art Gallery hosts alumnus exhibit regarding racial tension
AMANDA FLOYD
head photographer
SAVANNA DISTEFANO
features editor

“A man paints with his brains and not with his hands,”
alumnus Tramaine Wilkes said. “My goal for this show
is to just have enough strong pieces that people will talk
about it, create dialogue and that they actually try to do
something about it.”
From Oct. 20 through today, the Stevens Art Gallery
showcased art from Wilkes, who is currently touring the
country for his “Through Colored Lines” exhibit that
showcases artwork he created in response to the recent
police shootings involving black individuals.
According to professor John Keller, “Through Colored
Lines” is not an exhibit meant to be interpreted as an attack
on police officers, but it is intended to create dialogue and
address the current fears within our black communities.
Junior art education major Jordanne Lombard toured
the exhibit with her art class. During the session, Wilkes
discussed the background of his art.
“Walking through the exhibit was a little uncomfortable at first, but it caused me to evaluate my thoughts and
reflect on my beliefs,” Lombard said. “I believe that the
artist did exactly what an artist should do: challenge the
viewer. What a better place than Harding to do exactly
that? It makes us take a step out of the Harding bubble
and realize the pain and suffering that is going on in our
world around us.”
According to Adams, the administration saw the exhibit
and approved it before it was open to the public. He said
the administration seemed to appreciate the art, though
being anxious about the reactions from students and visitors
during Homecoming weekend.
Lombard said she was approached by an alumnus after
viewing the exhibit during Homecoming. She said the man
appeared upset and called the art offensive and “unchristian.”
“I was in shock,” Lombard said. “I wanted the man
to try to understand where (Wilkes) was coming from.”
According to Adams, the exhibit was created in conjunction with the campus read, “Amazing Grace.”
“It took that jarring for (the English public) to change
and to abolish slavery, and maybe it’s going to take us staring
down one of our own — staring at what’s there and the
real feeling — the real passion that’s there from one of our
own alumni to help us say, ‘maybe it’s not all just made up
stuff from the liberal media,’” Adams said. “If it was good
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Alumnus Tramaine Wilkes presents his artwork in the Stevens Art Gallery as part of his “Through
Colored Lines” tour on Oct. 26. Wilkes’ art portrays messages from the black community relating to
recent events regarding police shootings and racial discrimination. The exhibit is open until Nov. 4.
enough for Wilberforce, and it was good enough for us to
have an entire university read about Wilberforce, then do
we shrink from the opportunity, or do we step out there?
We step out there.”
Wilkes was raised in Thomasville, North Carolina, and
learned to draw from his older brother in order to stay out
of trouble. He later found refuge in a local YMCA where
he was encouraged to pursue art and athletics. After serving
in the U.S. Navy for four years and receiving his associate
degree from Grossmont College, Wilkes transferred to
Harding to play football. He graduated in 2013 with a
degree in painting.
Wilkes currently travels by car and creates art in public
with community collaboration. He said he spends many
nights in his car and uses profits from his artwork to fund his

trips. He has several works he calls community-collaborated
pieces. For Wilkes, it is a way of starting conversations and
allowing opinions to flow freely.
“There are images that, as white Americans, we don’t like
to see or admit to, but he’s painting from the experience
of his community,” Adams said.
Adams said it is important for the art department to
showcase Wilkes’ art because he is a Harding alumnus and
is as much a part of the Harding family as anyone else.
In addition, Adams believes that ethnically diverse areas
have been under-represented as Harding.
“We can’t not acknowledge that there are difficulties,
and that we can talk about it in a way that is framed in a
positive way,” Adams said. “We are a family, and families
do go through these things, and we are better for it.”

looking for ministry opportunities in the city.
“I’m at the point right now where I need an internship,
and it would be really nice to get a paid internship where
I could use the skills I’ve learned so far,” Baker said. “The
good thing about Lakeview is that it is in a really diverse
neighborhood, and they really reflect the geographic area
where they’re at. There are just tons and tons of different
ethnicities and demographics that work together so well.”
The students expressed their intentions and enthusiasm
about community outreach in Uptown Chicago, something
which McGuire says stems from a more long-term plan
to live and serve with fellow Christians.
“We went to Lakeview to see how it would look for
us in the future … We want to live in a community with
fellow Christians who have a goal of not only being mission-minded, but who could also hold us accountable to
our outreach,” McGuire said. “This trip was also most time
we as a group have spent with each other, so I was very
unsure how that would all play out. But it was good to be
with that group for that long, and really get to know one
another and what we wanted to do.”
McGuire, who described Lakeview as the most diverse
place she has ever been, said she was initially unsure what
to expect going in.
“It was great being in a setting where I was surrounded
by complete opposite groups of people just all being in

the same room and working together so well,” McGuire
said. “I don’t know what I was expecting going in, but I
certainly didn’t expect it to be that dramatic of a difference
in the types of people there for the same specific purpose.”
Davis said his plans after college are tentative, but that
this trip was a good indication of what he is looking for
as far as helping the community and growing in his faith.
“My plans for the future are pretty open, and I’m willing
for anything to happen,” Davis said. “I’ll be searching for
jobs, but after that, I’ll go in whatever direction I’m feeling
pulled towards. Specifically, if I think there’s an area where
I can do something like this trip, I think that would be
best, where I could be with people who challenge and push
me in ways that help my faith and outreach.”

Searching for future opportunities in Chicago
ELI ANDREWS
student writer
During Oct. 21-23, six Harding students visited Lakeview
Church of Christ in Chicago looking for summer internships and job opportunities. The group included juniors
Ben Moore, Sarah Kay Pike, Curt Baker, Trey Davis and
seniors Madie McGuire, and Emma Reese.
The church is located in Uptown Chicago, one of the
most ethnically diverse areas in the U.S. According to a
2015 study by the U.S. Census Bureau, the neighborhood
is 53 percent white (by comparison, Searcy is 87 percent
white), with significant Asian, African-American and
Latin American communities. This gives the church a
unique stance on relevant issues, such as tolerance and
race relations.
“The morning we were (at Lakeview), the preacher
talked about a Biblical approach to combatting systems of
injustice,” Baker said. “An easy way to understand that is
through race relations, which provides a good framework
for making an impact outside the community. It’s just a
very interesting way to understand and frame all that in
a way that maybe we don’t see as much here in Searcy.”
Baker is a Spanish major and said he saw the trip as a
way to use his language skills for ministry, as well as see
what the group of students could accomplish together while
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Student Publications ran a survey from Oct. 24 – Nov. 2 and collected data from 562 individuals regarding classification, major and social
club statistics. The following clubs had less than 10 responses and therefore did not accumulate enough data to form a viable response: Ju
Go Ju (8), Kyodai (7), Sub T-16 (7), TNT (7), Ko Jo Kai (5), Delta Chi Delta (3), GATA (1), Kingsmen (1), Alpha Tau Epsilon (0).

Myers-Briggs, from 1A
Gamma Sigma Phi — M
Gamma Sigma Phi had a three–way tie with ISFP,
ENFJ and ESFP polling in at 18 percent each. The club’s
most common trait was feeling at 73 percent followed by
extraversion at 64 percent.
Iota Chi — W
Iota Chi had 25 percent of their women claim ENTJ
as their primary type. They also had a majority of judging
types at 83 percent and thinking types at 67 percent.
Knights — M
Knights members claimed their primary type as ENFP
at 21 percent. The majority of Knights identified with the
intuitive trait at 87 percent and feeling at 91 percent.
Omega Phi — M
Omega Phi claimed ENFJ as their primary type as ENFJ
at 50 percent. The club seemed to prefer the intuitive and
feeling traits at 80 percent respectively.
Phi Kappa Delta — W
Phi Kappa Delta had a tie for their most common
types, as ENTJ and ESFJ had a respective 24 percent of

those surveyed. The club seemed to have a preference for
the judging trait at 96 percent with a slight preference for
extraversion and feeling at 70 percent respectively.
Pi Theta Phi — W
The women of Pi Theta Phi chose ENFP as their
primary type at 33 percent. The majority of the responses
identified extraversion as a primary trait at 75 percent and
intuition at 83 percent.
Regina — W
Regina claimed ENFP as their primary type with 26
percent of their members’ survey answers. While the most
common type utilized the extraverted trait, the majority of
the girls identified as introverts (61 percent) with a preference for intuition at 73 percent and feeling at 65 percent.
Shantih — W
The Shantih women who took the survey primarily
identified as ENFJ and INTJ at 26 percent respectively.
The majority of the girls identified as judging types (82
percent) and showed a preference for intuition and feeling
at 70 percent respectively.

Sigma Phi Mu — W
The most common type among the Sigma Phi Mu responders was ISFJ at 25 percent. Many women identified
with the feeling trait at 75 percent.
Sigma Nu Epsilon — M
The most common types among the Sigma Nu Epsilon
responses were INTJ and ENFP at 19 percent respectively.
As mentioned above, these types are very different, but the
majority of responses show that Sigma Nu Epsilon members
favor intuition at 69 percent and judging at 63 percent.
Zeta Pi Zeta — W
Zeta Pi Zeta seemed to prefer INFP and INFJ at 23
percent respectively. While the two sound very similar
because of the one–trait difference, the types share no
cognitive functions. Zeta Pi Zeta seemed to have a majority
of introverted members at 68 percent.
Zeta Rho — W
Zeta Rho’s most common type was ENFJ at 37 percent.
Zeta Rho preferred extraversion (81 percent), intuition (81
percent) and feeling (75 percent).

Starbucks baristas create original fall-inspired drink
KATIE MCDONNEL
student writer

AMANDA FLOYD | The Bison

Select Starbucks stores
have been featuring “Barista
Originals” designed by a few
baristas all over the country
for two weekends in October.
The goal of the company
— according to Marketing
Manager Sarah Spencer’s
comments on the Starbucks
Newsroom — was to “tap
into [their] baristas’ beverage
artistry by giving them the
opportunity to create new
fall-inspired drink recipes
to share with customers in
their stores.”
The baristas were encouraged to take to social media
and share their drink ideas,
using the #BaristaOriginals
hashtag. Spencer said that
when the company was
taste testing the different
drinks to choose their
favorites to be featured,
they noticed a lot of ideas

for the same recipe.
“That let us know that
our baristas are creating
their own flavor trends. We
wanted to empower them
to share their ideas with
customers,” Spencer said.
Starbucks has become
well known for their notso-secret “secret menu”
of drinks available in all
Starbucks, because of the
ability the company gives
patrons to mix and match
ingredients to their heart’s
content. Some of those
“secret menu” items gain so
much popularity that they
are moved to the official
menu for a limited time.
The Barista Original
promotion is possibly
one of the best marketing
plans I have seen in a while.
Starbucks is using their
local baristas to expand
the menu for them at the
ground level in each of their
store fronts with products

Ballot selfie controversy strikes
ALEX PETTY
student writer
On Wednesday, Oct. 26, news outlets began reporting on singer Justin Timberlake and his allegedly illegal
“ballot selfie” controversy. Timberlake had taken a selfie
while at a polling station in his native state of Tennessee.
However, these kinds of photos have been banned in that
particular state.
Voters have been sharing ballot selfies to show that
they have voted, as well as to encourage others to vote. The
photos have been met with some negative reviews, with
opponents claiming that the photos intrude on a private
matter, as well as trivialize the act of voting. Some states
have even taken the issue to a legal level.
Ballot selfies have been banned in 18 states, according
to ABC News. The laws in these states vary, though they
all focus on the privacy associated with voting. While
many states have taken a firm stand against the ballot
selfies, Arkansas’ laws remain unclear.
The law in Arkansas regarding photos taken at polling
stations states that as long as the individual taking the
photos isn’t disruptive or using the photos for campaigning

purposes, photography is allowed, but the instance of a
ballot selfie is not addressed, USA Today reported.
Many supporters of the ballot selfie claim that the
snapshot captures the importance of exercising the right
to vote. A quick search of the #ballotselfie hashtag on
Instagram returns hundreds of results of voters proudly
displaying their ballots or absentee ballots with some sort
of caption about the magnitude of this election.
Despite the encouraging intentions of the ballot selfie,
many concerned voters are taking a stand against them.
Meliny Pond, a sophomore from California who turned
in her absentee ballot earlier this week, agreed with those
opposing the idea of the ballot selfie.
“As Americans, we often share our political beliefs loud
and proud,” Pond said. “But when you are voting you have
your own separate space to decide, and allowing people to
invade that space is ridiculous. Discussing politics with
friends is one thing, but revealing your official vote is a
step too far.”
Regardless of your personal stance on ballot selfies,
take caution. Lists of states that have banned ballot selfies
can be found online, and most polling stations have also
posted rules regarding photography.

the store keeps on hand.The
promotion acts as a test for
drinks that could end up
being on the permanent
menu regionally or even
nationally.
With Barista Originals,
the company gets to highlight its menu flexibility.
If a customer who would
normally just order a cup
of coffee were to come in
and see that their local
barista made a new drink
on the menu, they will be
inclined to buy a more
expensive drink. Even if
this promotion does not
find the next Pumpkin
Spice Latte, it spiked sales
for a few weeks and created
closer relationships between
patrons and baristas.
Barista Originals are
not new concepts; baristas
have been experimenting
with their products for

years. Ariel Syrotchen, a
barista at the Starbucks
on Harding University’s
campus, creates her own
drink combinations. I
trust Ariel, and when I
go into order and I’m not
sure what I want, she will
make me something that
she knows is good.
Even more crucial
than spiking sales is the
environment that the
storefront has.The Barista
Originals promotion is
taking a small step away
from chain and a large
step closer to “local coffee
house.” I believe patrons
want the comfort of
knowing how their drink
will taste and what goes
into it, but I also believe
patrons want the comfort
of local people coming
together to share coffee
and community.

ST. LOUIS BRASS
Nov. 7 • 7 p.m. • Administration Auditorium
“Brass Quintet adds zaniness to its talents.
Diverse material combined with imaginative
presentation marked the engaging concert.”
Kansas City Star
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